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Lauren Cruz 09.11.2015
[HORNBERGER COLLECTION LETTER]
[Page 1 – Envelope]
[[Image: YMCA seal:
[[Image: Original military post
inverted red triangle
stamp: circular seal with print
with “YMCA” printed
“WASHINGTON, D.[C.]”
across the center, above
encircling date: “SEPT 21 /
printed text:
1 – AM / 1918” ]]
““WITH THE COLORS”” ]]
Miss Dorothy Hornberger
1022 E. 13th St.
Davenport
Iowa

[[Image: Original blue 3-cent
post stamp, with leftfacing profile of George
Washington, obscured by
post-stamp wavy lines]]
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[[Image: start HEADER (hereafter “HEADER”:]]
[image: Flying
American Flag ]

[print text: “ARMY AND NAVY
[image: Red Y.M.C.A. seal YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION inverted red triangle with
“WITH THE COLORS”]
“YMCA” print across center
[[end HEADER]]
Camp Meigs D.C. 9/20/18

My Dear Friend Dorothy.
Yes – I
really feel ashamed of myself for
not writing to you. I’ll not try
to make any excuses as I have
always considered excuses a sign
of weakness. so I’ll merely place
myself at your mercy and take
what is coming to me – I am
pleased to hear that you and
Ethel are going to Augustana.
While the experience of leaving home
would have done you worlds
of good – yet as far as knowledge
is concerned I do not think you
would have been better off at
another school that Aug[ie].
Then too your pleasant associations
with Ethel can continue unbroken.
which no doubt means a lot to
both and also being home has many
conveniences that you do not have
away.
In your first letter you
asked me about army life. Dorothy
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I cannot give you much in
[[Image: Start FOOTER, hereafter “FOOTER.” Printed Text:
“ To the Writer: Save by Writing on Both Sides of this Paper.
To the Folks at Home: Save Food, Buy Liberty Bonds and War Savings Stamps.
end FOOTER ]]
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that line. The Quartermaster Corps
is the business organization of
the army –. We equip, and supply
the army with all equipment
except ordnance, medical, signal
corps and aerial supplies. We
cloth [sic] – feed, house, and store
and transport all men and
supplies, and such a task you
have never dreamed of. There is
no organization in civil life
that can begin to compare with
it. Shortly after I came here
I was sent to school and as a
result I have received very little
of the life of a soldier; most of
my time, being spent in acquiring
a knowledge of government
methods of conducting business
and while I have learned a great
deal, I have only commenced.
At present our school here is
practically closed as we shipped
out [[image: single letter, hatched out as a mistake]] nearly everyone for laundry
units. October 1st will see
considerable activity as an
officers school will be started
here.
Today has been one of those
cold rainy days. The sort that
makes a person feel like
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[[image: HEADER]]
finding some nice fireplace
and a good book to read. We
have no fireplaces in the army and
I have no time to read books so
that ple[[image: letter blotted out]]asure must wait
until I return to civil life.
You ask for suggestions
concerning the bible class. That
question has puzzled me for some
time. I thought at times when
I was at home – that my limited
knowledge made the lessons unin –
teresting – and had hoped for a
change when Rev Kfeelstrond
took charge. The class is rather
small to carry out a social pro –
gram to make things more lively.
such as meetings in the homes –
hikes etc. These activities tend to
[[strikethrough]] carry [[/strikethrough]] create a more lively interest
in the class – but it is hard to
find a leader who is willing to
go ahead and has enough initiative
to make things interesting.
I have been attending a bible
class held in the Y.M.C.A
every Thursday night and
[[image: FOOTER]]

Lauren Cruz 09.11.2015
[Page 5 – Letter continued]
Sunday morning. A Methodist
Minister is in charge and I
must say he is a very forceful
speaker and a sincere man.
He has been in the ministry
20 years and speaks from
experience. On Sunday Evenings
I have been attending the “Church
of the Covenant” one of the largest
churches here. It is Presbyterian –
but the main reason I have attended
is that their minister delivers such
wonderful sermons I have been
compelled to go back to hear him
again. They also have a wonder –
ful pipe organ. I change
off and attend the “Keller Memorial”
a Lutheran Church here – and while
they have a very pleasant minister he
is not so impressive in the his sermons
as the other.
It is now nine thirty and
I must get down to the Y. before
10 so [[strikethrough]] it [[/strikethrough]] [[superscript]] this letter [[superscript]] will will
[sic] be sent off to –
night.
Will try and write soon again.
With kind regards and greetings
to you all,

I am,
Sincerely
Ivar [?]

